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It was hot and dry. We were dusty, tired, hungry and thirsty. But, worst of all, we were 

lost. We had been hiking to a small village nestled in the mountains and I thought I 

knew a shortcut. It was supposed to be a six hour hike, but because of my shortcut we 

had been hiking seven hours and we still weren't there. Now the sun was beginning to 

set and we didn't know what to do.  We had rice, but no pot to cook it in; we had tea 

and sugar, but no water for preparing it – all those things were supposed to be at our 

final destination. 
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 We looked all around us, but the mountains hemmed us in and 
the trees and brush hid the trail from us. We didn't know what to do. So 
we sat down on a rock, took out the only thing that didn't require cooking, 
some bananas, and began to mentally prepare ourselves for a night 
'under the stars'. It sounds romantic enough, until you consider the very 
real possibilities of elephants, lions, hyenas, and baboons – all of which 
would be more than curious about our presence in their territory. 
 We were at the end of our rope, there was nothing we could do. I 
prayed in my heart, “Lord, please help us!” 
 Have you ever been to the point where all you can do is pray? It is 
wonderful and scary at the same time. Scary because you don't know 
what's going to happen, but wonderful because it is an opportunity for 
God to do something great. 
 We finished our bananas with hardly a word spoken between us. 
In a total sense of helplessness, we sat there staring out into the vast 
wilderness. “Please God, help us! We need you!” 
 Then, among the chattering of the birds and the buzzing of flies, 
we heard a sound. It was faint at first and we doubted our ears. But then 
we heard it again, a sort of ringing. It took us a minute to figure it out: 
Yes, it was a cowbell! 
 I'm sure no one else considers a cowbell to be salvation, but to us 
that day it was. For wherever there is a cowbell ringing, there must be 
cows. And where there are cows, there must be someone watching them. 
God answered our simple, earnest prayer that day. He led us to a 
shepherd returning home with his animals. That angel in humble 
shepherd clothes gave us tea to refresh us and led us three hours 
through the dark to our final destination. We thanked him for his help and 
we praised God for His goodness and grace to us. We were finally where 
we were supposed to be. 
 I like to think about that story nowadays because it reminds me 
that God can do what I cannot. Even though we are not in Africa right 
now, we still need His help. We know where we are supposed to be. His 
call for us to go to Central Africa is sure. But we're not there yet – we 
need His help to get there. Our prayer right now is, “God, we need you! 
Please help us get there!” 
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Are you an answer to prayer? 

Language School 25% of $40000 

Vehicle 5% of $24000 

Outfitting & Travel Expenses 100% of $25000 

UPDATE: One-time Expenses 

One Couple with 2 kids 70% of $5300 

UPDATE: Monthly Commitments 

In the same way He sent a humble shepherd to help us get to our 
goal, we're depending on Him to move men and women to help us 
get to Central Africa. The way seems hard and no amount of trying 
by ourselves will get us there. We need help! We're at about 70% of 
our monthly support and the amount remaining is $1700/month. 
We're so close... please, God, help us! 
 
Question: Would you pray with us that God would lead people 
to stand with us in the ministry? A simple, earnest prayer is what 
we ask. If we want to get on a plane in January, our support 
commitments must be at 100% by November 30th. We know that 
God can do this and we want to ask you to pray with us and ask for 
God's help to meet this need. 
 
We never expected a shepherd to help us that day, but God moves 
in mysterious ways and works in ways we don't expect. We're 
anxious to see how He is going to meet our needs so that we can 
bring the message of Jesus Christ to the people of Central Africa! 
 
If you will pray for us or even help us in part of our need, get in touch 
with us and let us know what's on your heart. Maybe you are part of 
the answer to that prayer? 

↑: What do you say? 

↑:Eric and Julianne ‘out in the bush’. 

↓: Julianne buys an African dress near 

Gamboula, C.A.R. 

↑: Somewhere in Central Africa, Eric and our driver check the map to 

make sure we’re on the right road.  

↓: Near Gamboula, Eric gets a chicken from a Fulani family. 
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Pledged 

70%

Remaining 

30%


